
Landmark Application – Individual:  October 2005 

 

City of Waukegan 

Historic Preservation Commission 

100 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue 

Waukegan, Illinois 60085 

 

Landmark Nomination Form – Individual Property 

 

Street address: 2400 Belvidere Street 

Name of property (original if known): Lake County Tuberculosis Sanatorium 

Name and address of property owner: County of Lake, 18 N. County Street, Waukegan, Illinois 

60085 

Permanent Index Number (PIN): 08-29-100-021 

Legal description: That part of the southwest quarter of the northwest quarter lying north of the 

center line of Highway 120 (except that portion beginning at the northwest corner, east along the 

north line 272.32' to westerly right-of-way of Keller Avenue, south along said westerly right-of-

way 745.32' to north right-of-way line of Highway 120, westerly along said westerly right-of-

way 271.94' to west line of the southwest quarter of the northwest quarter, north along west line 

775.69' to point of beginning) all in Section 29, Township 45, Range 12. 

Date of construction: 1938 

Architect and/or builder: William A. Ganster and Offices of W.L. Pereira, Associated Architects 

Original use: Facility for the discovery and treatment of tuberculosis 

Current use: Lake County Health Department Facility 

 

This structure is eligible for designation on the basis of the following criteria: 

(check all which apply) 

 

 Significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of the 

community, county, state or country; 

  Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the 

development of the community, county, state or country; 

  Representative of the distinguishing characteristics of architecture inherently valuable for 

the study of a period, type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials; 

 Notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose individual work has 

influenced the development of the community, county, state or country; 

  Its unique location or singular physical characteristics that make it an established or 

familiar visual feature; 

  Its character as a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure, including 

but not limited to farmhouses, gas stations, or other commercial structures, with a high 

level of integrity or architectural significance; 

  Area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or 

prehistory. 
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Use the final sheet to describe the property and its history and set forth the reasons why it is 

eligible for landmark status.  Include any previous surveys in which the property is listed and/or 

whether it is included on the National Register of Historic Places.   

 

Include representative photos including general views of the exterior and photos showing any 

relevant architectural features.  Historic photos are also encouraged.  Please label each photo 

with the address, description (south elevation, turret detail, etc.) and date taken. 

 

Name of applicant: Ty Rohrer 

Address: 430 N. Sheridan Road, Waukegan, Illinois 60085 

Telephone (with area code): (217) 871-1466  E-mail: museum@waukeganhistorical.org 

Affiliation (Commission member, owner, City Council, preservation organization, other): 

Commission member 

Date submitted: 12/02/2009 

Signature:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of second applicant (if applicable):       

Address:       

Telephone (with area code):        E-mail:       

Affiliation:       

Signature:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please complete this entire form and return with photographs to the City of Waukegan Planning 

& Zoning Department, 100 N. Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, Waukegan, Illinois 60085. 

 

Planning & Zoning Department use only: 

Received by: Steven W. Sabourin 

Date: December 2, 2009 

Date forwarded to Historic Preservation Commission: January 6, 2010 

A preliminary determination as to whether a property meets one or more of the foregoing criteria 

shall be made within thirty (30) days of filing of a nomination with the Commission. 

 

A public hearing shall be scheduled within forty-five (45) days after preliminary approval of this 

application. 
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Landmark Nomination Form – Individual Property 

Use this sheet to describe the property and its history and set forth the reasons why it is eligible 

for landmark status.  Include any previous surveys in which the property is listed and/or whether 

it is included on the National Register of Historic Places.  Attach additional sheets if necessary. 

 
History 

 

The disease of tuberculosis dates to prehistoric man but it was in the 1880s that it was discovered to be 

contagious and a cure was sought.  Those infected were sent to sanatoria—or specialized hospitals—for 

diet and fresh air.   

 

In Lake County in the early 1900s doctor W. H. Watterson contracted the disease and discovered that 

there were no facilities in the region to treat it.  After his cure, Watterson organized the Lake County 

Tuberculosis Institute.  By 1909, a sanitorium was located on 16 acres on Grand Avenue, east of Green 

Bay Road in Waukegan.  „Lake Breeze Sanitorium‟ cared for 66 patients.  Residents lived in cottages or 

tents and paid a monthly fee for housing and food.
i
 

 

This treatment of fresh air and a good diet was not always effective.  By 1939, the death rate from 

tuberculosis in Lake County was still 38 persons per year.  It was determined that a better facility was 

needed.  The site chosen was a 22-acre parcel on Belvidere Road in Waukegan, adjacent to today‟s 

Belvidere Park.   

 

The architects were William A. Ganster (1908-1988) and William L. Pereira (1909-1985), who spent 

months studying the treatment of patients with tuberculosis so as to improve the design of their building. 

As a result, the Lake County Tuberculosis Sanatorium was perfectly designed for ultimate functionality.  

Its southern orientation allowed for maximum sunlight exposure to enter the rooms and patients had 

access to balconies and terraces for fresh air.  The northern end of the facility contained the administrative 

and medical portion of the complex. 

 

The Lake County Tuberculosis Sanatorium was considered small in contrast with other institutions 

around the nation.  The facility contained only 92 beds instead of the 200 to 300 that were found 

elsewhere.  The size of the building, along with the orientation of the in-patient rooms, administrative 

offices, and out-patient rooms, allowed for all three areas to share a single set of stairs and elevator.  Two 

separate buildings--the Doctors' Residence and the Nurses' Residence--were constructed on the grounds in 

a similar architectural style. 

 

After the 1943 discovery of streptomycin, an antibiotic and the first cure for tuberculosis, most sanatoria 

closed and were demolished.  The Lake County Tuberculosis Sanatorium eventually became obsolete and 

in 1974 was converted into a facility for the Lake County Health Department.
ii
   

 

Architecture 

The Lake County Tuberculosis Sanatorium is a “serene, streamlined, ship-like structure of reinforced 

concrete, with broad sunlit decks where beds are rolled from the patients' glass-walled rooms.”
iii
  Its two-

stories (with basement) served as the patients' quarters; two adjoining smaller structures housed the nurses 

(the building to the east) and the doctor (the building to the west).   

 

Designed in the International, or Bauhaus, style, the exteriors of all three sanatorium buildings retain a 

high level of historic architectural integrity including the flat roofs, the absence of ornamentation, and the 

horizontality—particularly in the ribbon-like windows and railings of the patients' quarters.  Additionally, 

the elegant linear arrangement of the buildings and the spacious wooded and grassy slope to the south 

have provided a unique visual landmark in Waukegan since their construction in 1938. 
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Reasons Why it is Eligible for Landmark Status 

 

The Lake County Tuberculosis Sanatorium is eligible for designation on the basis of five  criteria: 

 

It has “significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics” of Waukegan.  
The Sanatorium is significant for its design, which helped bring about  change in the care of patients with 

tuberculosis. The building was considered to be perfectly designed for ultimate functionality, with a 

southern orientation to allow maximum sunlight exposure to enter the rooms.  Patients had easy access to 

fresh air with accessibility to balconies and terraces.  The north end of the facility contained the 

administrative and medical portion of the complex. 

 

It is “representative of the distinguishing characteristics of architecture inherently valuable for the 

study of a period, type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials."  The Sanatorium is 

designed in the International style (the Americanized version of Bauhaus), an “avant-garde and primarily 

architect-designed style that is relatively rare.  Most landmark examples date from the 1930s and occur 

principally in fashionable suburbs in the northeastern states and in California.”
iv
  The Sanatorium is one 

of the few public institutions built in the International Style in the Waukegan area. 

 

It is the “notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose individual work has 

influenced the development” of Waukegan.  William Allaman Ganster won the Gold Medal in 1949 

from the Philadelphia Art Alliance for designing the Lake County Tuberculosis Sanatorium.  Ganster also 

designed other prominent buildings in Waukegan, including the following:  Greenwood School (1946), 

Powell Park Band Shell (1946), Hyde Park School (1952), Glenwood School (1956), Little Fort School 

(1956), Oakdale School (1956), Thomas Jefferson Junior High School (1957), Waukegan West High 

School (1958), H.R. McCall School (1961), John S. Clark School (1961),  North Shore Gas Company 

(1965), Glen Flora Country Club (1965), Lake County Building (1967), and Waukegan High School 

(1967).  The architectural pairing of Ganster and Pereira is notable not just for Ganster‟s dominance in 

Waukegan public schools and institutions, but because of Pereira‟s outstanding architectural work in 

Chicago in the 1930s and 1940s and his work in California from 1952 to 1985. 

 

It has a “unique location or singular physical characteristic that makes it an established or familiar 

visual feature.”  The arrangement of the three buildings of the Santatorium and the spacious wooded and 

grassy slope to the south have provided a unique visual landmark in Waukegan since their construction in 

1938. 

 

It is “a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure, …with a high level of integrity 

or architectural significance.”  At the time of construction, the Sanatorium was considered “one of the 

most distinguished buildings in modern America.”
v
  Today the building‟s exterior retains its high level of 

historic architectural integrity in its flat roof, its absence of ornamentation, and its horizontal design.   

 

Buildings included in this Landmark application: 

 

Lake County Tuberculosis Sanatorium 

Doctors' Residence 

Nurses' Residence 

                                                 
i
 Illuminating Lake County, Illinois History,” Friday, May 7, 2010, http://lakecountyhistory.blogspot.com/. 

ii
 Ibid. 

iii
 “Art:  Mellowing Modernism,” Time Magazine, Monday, August 21, 1944. 

iv
 McAlester, Virginia and Lee, A Field Guide to American Houses, Knopf, 1991, p. 469. 

v
 “The Lake County Tuberculosis Sanatorium,” The Architectural Forum, September 1940, pp. 146-157. 


